RISK ASSESSMENT FOR OPENING CHURCH BUILDINGS TO THE PUBLIC:  PUBLIC WORSHIP

The government guidance for the safe use of places of worship during the pandemic requires a COVID-19 risk assessment to be carried out for every building and site open to the public. This document provides a template risk assessment, with links to the relevant advice notes. It relates to opening up church and cathedral buildings to clergy and members of the public entering for any permitted purposes. 
This document is subject to change based on further announcements and advice provided by the government as they work  through the Covid 19 Recovery Strategy. 
	
	Date completed: 
	Review date: 


	Area of Focus 
	Controls required 
	Additional information
	Action by whom?
	Completed – date and name 

	Access to church buildings for clergy for purposes of private prayer and/or livestreaming


	One point of entry to the church building clearly identified.
	Entrance: Front Double doors (Permanent Entry)
Exit:  Right Side Door
	
	

	
	Buildings have been aired before use.
	Entry and Exit doors opened prior to service
	
	

	
	Check for general cleanliness. 
	
	
	

	
	Ensure water systems are flushed through before use.



	N/A for the Church, Water is brought in from the church hall when necessary.  This water supply has been flushed on a regular basis during lockdown
	
	 

	
	Switch on and check electrical and heating systems if needed.
	Actioned whenever the church is due to be opened.
	
	

	
	Holy water stoups and the font are empty.
	Actioned
	
	

	Preparation of the Church for access by members of the public for any permitted purposes

Risk: Getting or spreading coronavirus in common use high traffic areas such as corridors, toilet facilities, entry/exit points and other communal areas.
	Confirm that all steps (above) for access for livestreaming/broadcast have been carried out before anyone else accesses the building.
	Actioned
	
	

	
	Update your website, and any relevant social media with information for visitors. 
	Website and Facebook updated with updated rules including compulsory face coverings and use of hand sanitiser before entering and exiting church, social distancing etc.
	
	 

	
	Review gov guide on cleaning church buildings. Complete the ‘cleaning’ section of this risk assessment (below).
	
	
	

	
	Read the gov guide on face coverings and produce signage or other relevant materials to indicate compliance with the law requiring these for all except those exempt.
	
	
	

	
	Ensure you have an NHS Track and Trace QR code available, with an alternative option for those who cannot use that system.
	QR code available at entrance to church and Church hall
	
	

	
	Choose one point of entry into the church to manage flow of people and indicate this with notices, keeping emergency exits available at all times. Where possible use a different exit.
	Entrance: Front Double doors (Permanent Entry)

Exit:  Right Side Door

Volunteer stands at entry and exit to ensure flow and rules are adhered to.

Online rota for volunteers to be allocated at key  points
	
	Committee Volunteers

	
	Make any temporary arrangements for people to wait or queue outside the building (taking into account any consequential risks arising from people gathering outside).
	Volunteer ensures social distancing for parishioners queuing to get into church
	Church Committee Volunteers
	

	
	Make any temporary arrangements for managing the approaches to the entry points and any parking areas to ensure social distancing can be observed (taking into account any consequential risks arising from changes to circulation).
	Volunteers at entrance to church to ensure social distancing
	Church Committee Volunteers
	

	
	Where possible, doors and windows should be opened temporarily to improve ventilation.
	Entry and Exit doors remain open.
	Church Committee Volunteers
	

	
	Remove Bibles/literature/hymn books/leaflets unless they are absolutely essential and participants cannot bring their own. Hardcopy literature should be quarantined for at least 48 hours between use.
	No hard copy literature is utilised within the church
	
	

	
	Walk through the church to plan for physical distancing in seats, aisles,  including safe flow of visitors. Remember 2m in all directions from each person (or 1m with risk mitigation if absolutely necessary).

	Church has been measured to ensure social distancing with floor markers and chair distancing to ensure social distancing. Volunteer guides worshipers to ensure social distancing and monitors numbers during the service
	
	

	
	Clearly mark out seating areas including exclusion zones to maintain distancing.
	As above
	
	

	
	Clearly mark out flow of movement for people entering and leaving the building to maintain physical distancing requirements.
	Chairs moved and clearances created to ensure flow of movement with one entrance and one exit.
	
	

	
	Determine placement of hand sanitisers available for visitors to use.
	Hand sanitisers at entrance and exit to church and at counter for purchasing candles
	
	

	
	Put up notices to remind visitors about important safe practices e.g. no physical contact, practice hand washing etc.
	Notices at entrance to church and key areas within church in 3 languages
	
	

	
	Ensure high-risk surfaces and touch points have been wiped with appropriate sanitiser spray or disposable wipes

Contact time for the cleaner followed
	Volunteers monitor movement of people in church and have anti bacterial wipes to ensure cleanliness once worshippers move or leave the church.  Once service is over sanitiser spray and disposable wipes are used to clean all chairs, hand rails, doors etc
	
	

	
	Check that handwashing facilities have adequate soap provision and paper towels, and a bin for the paper towels.
	No handwashing facilities within the church but available in hall toilets, see below
	N/A
	N/A

	
	Where there are toilet facilities, ensure an adequate supply of soap and disposable hand towels, and a bin for towels, are available.
	Church Hall has opening for  toilets only.  Door is open.  Signs on doors ensuring social distancing.  Soap and disposable towel dispensers available with pedal bin and disposable liners in toilets.
	
	

	
	Ensure all waste receptacles have disposable liners (e.g. polythene bin bags) to reduce the risk to those responsible for removing them.
	
	
	

	Preparation of the Church for individual prayer
	Confirm that all steps (above) for access by clergy have been carried out before anyone else accesses the building.
	
	
	

	
	Review government guide on cleaning church buildings. Complete the ‘cleaning’ section of this risk assessment (below).
	**Government guidance on cleaning church buildings will be adhered to (**Link below)
	
	

	
	Choose one point of entry into the church to manage flow of people and indicate this with notices, keeping emergency exits available at all times. Where possible use a different exit.
	Point of Entry: Central double doors

Point of Exit:  Right Side Door
	
	

	
	Where possible, doors and windows should be opened to improve ventilation.
	Both Entry and Exit Doors to remain open
	
	

	
	Remove Bibles/literature/hymn books/leaflets.
	None available
	
	

	
	Consider if Chair cushions need to be removed.
	Available information suggests that unless they have been soiled soft furnishings do not need to be cleaned other than as part of your usual cleaning processes, which may include vacuuming with a soft brush attachment.  Therefore agreed to retain the chair cushions, but to be reviewed on a regular basis.  After each service cushions are sprayed with Dettol anti bac spray
	
	

	
	Determine placement of hand sanitiser available for visitors to use.
	Hand Sanitiser and disposable hand wipes available at points of entry and exit and on counter selling candles.
	
	

	
	Clearly mark out seating areas including exclusion zones to maintain distancing.
	Actioned together with markings for where parishioners can stand to ensure social distancing
	
	

	
	Clearly mark out flow of movement for people entering and leaving the building to maintain physical distancing requirements.
	Separate entrance and exit have been publicised to ensure maintenance of physical distancing requirements
	
	

	
	Put up notices to remind visitors about important safe practices e.g. no physical contact, practice hand washing etc.
	This was actioned before the lockdown started  & Notices updated to reflect changing government advice
	
	

	
	Ensure high-risk surfaces and touch points have been wiped with appropriate sanitiser spray or disposable wipes
	This was actioned before the lockdown started
	
	

	
	Ensure all waste receptacles have disposable liners (e.g. polythene bin bags) to reduce the risk of those responsible for removing them.
	Actioned
	
	

	Cleaning the church before and after general use (no known exposure to anyone with Coronavirus symptoms)

Government guidance has been reviewed and actioned (**see link below:
COVID-19: guidance for the safe use of places of worship during the pandemic)
	If the church building has been closed for 72 hours between periods of being open then there is no need for cleaning.
	Acknowledged
	Committee Members
	 Ongoing Checks

	
	If 72-hour closure is not possible then check all cleaners are not in a vulnerable group or self-isolating.
	Ongoing


	
	Ongoing Checks

	
	Set up a cleaning rota to cover your opening arrangements.
	Committee Members will lead.  Volunteers will be cleaning the chairs should any of the parishioners move, during the course of the service,. The services of the cleaner will be retained.
	
	

	
	All cleaners provided with gloves (ideally disposable).
	Disposable gloves are available at entrance
	
	

	
	Suitable cleaning materials provided, depending on materials and if historic surfaces are to be cleaned.
	Disposable cleaning materials have been purchased
	
	

	
	Confirm person responsible for removing potentially contaminated waste (e.g. hand towels) from the site.
	Actioned after each opening for Private Prayer
	
	

	
	Confirm the frequency for removing potentially contaminated waste (e.g. hand towels) from the site – suggested daily removal.
	Removal will take place following each period of Church opening
	
	

	Cleaning the church after known exposure to someone with Coronavirus symptoms
	If possible close the church building for 72 hours with no access permitted.
	To be actioned once any confirmation of infection is notified
	
	

	
	If 72-hour closure is not possible then follow Public Health England guidance on cleaning in non-healthcare settings.
	Public Health England guidance will be reviewed (*** link below)
	
	TBC once identified. Cleaner & 

	
	If the building has been quarantined for 72 hours, then carry out cleaning as per the normal advice on cleaning.
	**Government guidance on cleaning church buildings will be adhered to (**Link below) 
	
	


**Government Guidance on cleaning churches link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic
*** Public Health England Guidance on Covid 19 Decontamination in non-healthcare settings link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings

